
 

Foundation “Step by Step” 

– Macedonia at the ISSA 

International Conference 

for Early Childhood 

Development 

The Foundation “Step by Step” – Macedonia participated at the international conference "Creating a 

society for all: Reconsidering Early Childhood Services", organized by the International Step by Step 

Association (ISSA) in Budapest, Hungary, from 10 - 12 October. 

The conference brought together more than 400 

educational practitioners, researchers, policy 

makers, and NGO activists from more than 60 

countries from Europe, Central Asia and around 

the globe. It was an excellent opportunity to 

reconsider and discuss three main challenges:  

1) ensuring that inclusion, equity and quality are 

living values in early childhood practices;  

2) ensuring that all children, especially the most 

vulnerable, access quality early childhood 

services; and 3) ensuring that these services are 

designed to meet the multiple needs of children 

and families.   

During the conference, the team of our Foundation took part with three interactive presentations to 

share with participants from other countries the activities that we are currently implementing in 

Macedonia and are aimed at improving the quality of education in public primary schools, as well as 

providing equal access to education for all children, especially for children from vulnerable groups.   

 

Participants from the different regions from the world showed interest to participate in our sessions 

and had the chance to see how the early grade reading and numeracy assessment instruments work 

in practice with tablet computers, how the process of developing competencies and standards for 

teachers and student support services work in Macedonia, and what are the activities that the 

Foundation is initiating to improve school readiness of Roma children.     

 



 

This gathering was also a celebration of three important dates: 15th anniversary of the International 

Step by Step Association, 20th anniversary of the Open Society Foundations' Step by Step Program 

and 25th anniversary of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.  

ISSA’s International Conference was a unique opportunity for real dialogue and rich discussions among 

peers from around the world, an interactive space in which new movements, innovations and 

knowledge were shared. 

For more information, please visit conference’s official website: http://www.issa2014.hu/  

 

A number of prominent scholars and 

experts from the field of early-childhood 

development participated as keynote 

speakers at the conference. One of them 

was Martin Woodhead, Emeritus 

Professor of Childhood Studies at The 

Open University, who said: "Children are 

active participants of their societies. The 

work of ISSA recognizes that children are 

already citizens of their democracy. So 

let's shake up the stereotypes around 

children. They are strong, capable and 

agents of change" 

http://www.issa2014.hu/

